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though improbable, that an intelligent man, full of sym-
pathy and kindness for the poor and the afflicted, may be
unable to appreciate the work done in hospitals, and may
busy himself in establishing homes for the destitute and
suffering that may be entirely under his own control. If
both Dr. Moxon and Lord Tennyson are spending their
lives in relievivg the suffering and bringing joy to the
mourner, a more mtimate acquaintance will no doubt make
them love one another.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Sept. 1884. S. B. G. MCKINNEY, L R.C.P.Edin.

BRITISH MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The late Sir Erasmus Wilson has munificently left
the British Medical Benevolent Fund &pound;5000, but as Lady
Wilson takes a life interest in the whole of his property,
this legacy of course is not payable until after her death.

I take this opportunity of bringing before the profession
our urgent need of funds, for we are totally unable at the
present time to help many of the deserving cases that come
before us.

Subscriptions may be paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Broadbent,
34, Seymour-street, Portman-square, or to

Your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. FIELD,

Hon. Financial Secretary,
31, Lower Seymour-street, Portman-square, Sept. 10th, 1884.

" ORGANISMS IN CHOLERA STOOLS."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Adverting to my letter and drawing of a fortnight
back, I desire to add that the organism in question may
flourish abundantly in dejecta possessing a distinctly acid
reaction. It can hardly, therefore, represent the specific
bacillus of Dr. Koch, however closely corrresponding in
respect to descriptions of the latter as yet published. Most
observers would, I think, agree in referring my figures to
those of a vibrio, admitting (what I find now doubted) 1 the
validity of this particular form of bacterium.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,- w..., 

Bombay, August 19th, 1884. H. V. CARTER.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
(From our own Correspondent.)

TYPHOID ON BOARD-SHIP FROM IMPURE WATER.

AT a meeting of the Sanitary Committee of the Middles-
borough Corporation last week, the medical officer, Dr.

Malcomson, reported the arrival of a Norwegian vessel,
named the Tross, with typhoid fever on board. There were
two cases, and one of the men had died. This case was a

very bad one, and one or two of those who attended on the

patients caught the infection. The ship had been dis-
infected, and an analysis of the water showed that it was little
better than sewage, and had occasioned the outbreak. It
was resolved to forward a copy of the medical officer’s report
to the Board of Trade, in order that captains of ships at
Stettin may be warned against taking in a supply of water
at that place for drinking purposes.

CHOLERA PRECAUTIONS ON THE TYNE.

Professor de Chaumont, medical officer to Her Majesty’s
Privy Council, has been visiting the Tyne with a view to
ascertain what precautions have been taken to guard against
the introduction of cholera into the port. As well as visit-
ing the floating hospital at Jarrow, he has inspected the
small-pox hospital on our Town Moor, the convalescent
hospital for fever and small-pox at Byker, the fever hos-
pital, &c., and he was shown the plans &c., for the proposed
new and extensive hospital at Heaton for infectious diseases.
He was supplied with details by our city authorities of the
provision made by them for combating any infectious dis-
ease that may from time to time become epidemic. Professor
de Chaumont, on leaving Newcastle, made a similar inspec-
tion of the neighbouring port of Blyth.
1 Vide Mr. W. B. Grove’s useful Synopsis, recently published by

Chatto and Windus.

SANITARY MATTERS AT DURHAM.

In a previous letter, last June, I mentioned that the
Corporation of Durham City had, in consequence of the
remonstrance of their medical officer of health, agreed to
provide a hospital for infectious diseases, and went so
far as to select a site. The other day one of their
aldermen actually succeeded in inducing the Corpora.
tion to rescind the resolution, notwithstanding that it is
admitted, and notorious, that a greater necessity exists
now than when the proposition was mooted and carried.
It may be explained that the Corporation sits as the Urban
Sanitary Authority, and that their opposition to their own
scheme was based on the "needless expense" foundation,
or, in other words, "the penny-wise and pound-foolish" "
system of economy. One of their own newspapers speaks of
the procedure on the part of the Corporation as "the
by no means uncommon exploit of advancing one step
backwards." As a commentary on the strange pro-
ceedings of the Corporation, Dr. Barron, their medical
officer of health has notified an outbreak of small-pox in the
city, the district of Framwellgate having no less than fifteen
cases. The Durham guardians have determined to give
liberal out-door relief to all small-pox cases requiring it, in
order to isolate the disease as much as possible and to keep
it away from the workhouse ; but probably the Local
Government Board may have something to say about the
absence of proper hospital accommodation for infectious
cases in the city of Durham.

DEATH OF MR. JOHN PRATT, M.R.C.S.
The death of Mr. John Pratt, M.R.C.S., is announced.

He was for many years in active practice in the city of
Durham, and a few years since he received a public and
valuable testimonial in recognition of his labours during the, 

severe small-pox epidemic in Durham in 1872, when he
attended over 700 cases. He was distinguished by his kind.
ness to his poorer patients. Mr. Pratt entertained peculiar

, 

views in reference to the subject of vaccination.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sept. 16th.

GLASGOW.

(From our own Correspondent.)

SMALL-POX AND D I A R R H &OElig; A.

IN the health officer’s report for the fortnight ending
30th August two important points are noted-a sudden in.
crease in the death-rate from diarrhoea, in the very young,
and the disappearance of small-pox from our midst. With

regard to the first, it is ascribed to the recent sultry weather,
ending in a very severe electric storm. No fresh cases of
small-pox had been discovered in the city for a month;
" and as the last patient had been dismissed from the small-
pox hospital on 23rd August, the city is now entirely free
of that disease, and when it reappears it must be by impor-
tation from without." This result, one on which the
citizens of Glasgow are to be sincerely congratulated, may
very justly be said to be due to the untiring efforts of Dr.
J. B. Russell and his energetic staff of sanitary officers,
to check the epidemic.

OUTBREAK OF TYPHOID FEVER.

Another outbreak of typhoid fever, affecting chiefly the
inmates and officials of our two infirmaries and the fever
hospital, is at present under investigation. In the Royal
Infirmary no fewer than thirty cases have occurred, three
of the officials being among the number. At the Belvidere

’ 

Fever Hospital one of the Royal Infirmary nurses has died
, from the disease. It is believed that the epidemic is in

some way connected with the milk-supply; whether this is
the case will doubtless be made clear in Dr. Russell’s forth-

’ coming report on the outbreak.
THE DRAINAGE SYSTEM OF NEW BUILDINGS.

At a recent meeting of the Dean of Guild Court, in
B Glasgow, the Lord Dean of Guild (Mr. William McEwen)
- made the very sensible statement that, in his opinion, much
’ advantage would be derived from the appointment of an
- officer whose duty it would be to survey the drains of new

buildings and report on their sufficiency. Much good might
he anticipated to flow from such an appointment. If the
Court sanctioned the erection of buildings only on the under-


